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Woridorce Development

Alsia has 2 shortage of persomnel to provide direct support
services to individuas. The shortages extend across many
professonal roles such s physial. occupational and speech
therapists, aary interventionss, resite, supported employment
nd suppartad ling providsrs. The groweh in the number of
individusls requiring supports exaceroates the shortage. Both
recrutment and retention efforts are nesdad to develop snd
maintin an adequste workfores

Quality Assurance

(Of utmost impartance i the izurance that pople vith dissblties
receive qualty services that protect their healt, safety and wel.
being. Having 3 strong qualty assurance program in place is
nececsary. sspecily for thase individuals who cannot spesk for
themseives. Given the dfficulty of recritng and retaining high
qualt saf,this s becomes even mora critical. Providers look
to qualty assurance to help improve their services and sgencies.

Self-determination

Incividals with dizsbiltiesand thei amiis want more directon.
and control over their own supports and services. They want
to choose what services they receive and the provider of those
servies, both at the agency and direct service level. Many viant
control over their funding. They want independent service
coordinstors who werk for them rather than for sgancier
Incividuals vt dissbiiies want services and sports that
vl he them b valusd. particpsting membars of ther local
communitie.

At the same time, many people with disabilties have had limited
opportunities to.learn selfdetermination skls. The carer an

inclvidual recsives training and opportunites to practce el
determination skl the more likdly he or she i to e them
effectively and responsibly. Although selfdetermination sl
development could be bult into the Indviduslized Education
Plan (9], partcularly with students in transtion from school
0 adult e, the [EP seldom includes opportuntes o gain these
il

Access to Services

When an individus needs svice, i is often yesrs befors b or
she begins to receive them. Bacause there are mor individuals
than can be served with avaiable funds, thestate maintains 3 st
of thore wha with 2 raceive sarvie:. An sdded complcation
is the need for an integrated data management system that can
better track the status of individuas on the waits, and maintain
up-to-date information about heirneeds. An Ad Hoe Committee
on the Wit developed 2 seres of recommendations for
managing the lit. Monttoring the progress toward achieving
the recommendtion. and partcipating sctvely = the rysem it
redesignad wil be an important focusof the Council

Appropriate Assessment for Students in Spedial Education

No Chid Left Sehind regulation: rsquire schools to sdminictar
annual ssesments t grads leve o 3l pecil education studsnts
Sach spring, The reguistion hould provide the IEP tesm with
the opportunity to_choose the appropriate annual assment
intrument for sach student. This would sllow standsrcizsd
assesments to be chosen for 3ch child in 3 meaningful way that
would show progres strengths and areas that need moreattention
in daily instracton rather than proficent or not proficent.
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